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THE BANKRUPTCY OF DIPLOMACY 


Ts fiction of Allied unity has been 

dissipated. To avoid an open break, 
the Premiers have adjourned the London 
conference, to meet again in Paris on Janu- 
ary 2. The Brussels conference, at which 
the problems of reparations and inter- 
Allied debts were to be “finally” settled, 
probably cannot now be held before Janu- 
ary 15, when the next payments from Ger- 


many are due. 
The Issue 


‘bh -. issue is clear. France at last open- 
ly demands the right to occupy the 
Ruhr, as a “protective guarantee” that 
Germany will meet her obligations. Brit- 
ain refused her assent. Italy and Belgium 
seek a compromise. In the meantime the 
Lausanne conference on the Near East 
marks time. 
The German Offer 

T= text uf tic Cermian offer has not 

been made public. It seems to have 
proposed the raising of both internal and 
external loans, the returns from the whole 
of the external and one-half of those from 
the internal loan to go to the Reparation 
Commission, and to have asked for an ex- 
tension of the moratorium for at least two 
years. The French characterized this of- 
fer as hypocritical and obscure. None of 
the Allies were prepared to accept it. 

The Impasse 

N° offer which Germany can make now 
4 is likely to be acceptable to France. 
The demand for “action” from the most 
vocal organs of French public opinion 
inakes Poincaré’s position very difficult, 
even if he were inclined to be moderate. 
Bonar Law, by officially scrapping the Bal- 
four note, has prepared the way for Brit- 
ish cancellation of the French debt with- 
out parallel action by the United States 


in reference to French obligations owned 
here. But Britain will make no such con- 
cession if France insists upon the exercise 
of military sanctions. 


The United States Watchfully Waits 
MERICA as usual watches from the 
outside helplessly. Washington is as 

intransigent and uncompromising in its 
own way as is the Quai d’Orsay, and with 
less excuse. Only ostrich statesmanship 
can ignore the fact that short of active 
American participation in the reparations 
and inter-Allied debt problems, a solution 
is almost impossible. Yet Washington sat- 
isfies itself by its insistence that these 
problems must be settled before active 
American co-operation can be considered. 
If France disrupts Germany and breaks up 
the Entente, America must bear its share 
of responsibility for the ensuing catas- 
trophe. 
JAMES G. McDONALD. 


Lloyd George Versus Poincaré 


LEMENCEAU’S charge that Great 
Britain deserted France by refusing 
to ratify the triple guarantee against un- 
provoked German aggression because of 
its rejection by the United States, has been 
answered by Lloyd George in a special ar- 
ticle in the Hearst papers (December 10). 
He declares that at Cannes last year he 
offered, and that Briand, then French Pre- 
mier, was prepared to accept, a British 
alliance, though without a specific military 
guarantee. Lloyd George insists that 
Briand’s subsequent fal] and the refusal of 
his successor, Poincaré, to accept this 
British offer was due to the demand of a 
powerful and growing party in France for 
the annexation of the Rhineland. 
“If”, writes the British War Premier, 


———— — Page 


“French chauvinism had its way this time, 
the Rhine would, within a generation, once 
more overflow its banks and devastate Eu- 
rope. The most moderate and insidious 
form this demand took was a proposal] that 
the German provinces on the left bank of 
the Rhine should remain in French occu- 
pation until the treaty had been fulfilled. 
That meant forever. The reparations 
alone—skillfully handled by French diplo- 
mats — would preclude the possibility of 
ever witnessing fulfillment of the treaty.” 

Poincaré replied immediately : 

“There has never been in France a Gov- 
ernment Minister or even a Senator or 
Deputy capable of making such an unrea- 
sonable plan or wishing to subject German 
populations to French domination.” 

Criticising the proposed Cannes pact as 
inadequate, the French Premier asserts 
that when he suggested modifications, 
Lloyd George gave him to understand that 
“the signing of the compact must be de- 
layed until an agreement was established 
between us regarding the Genoa confer- 
ence, the Near East question and Tan- 
giers.” 

It is noteworthy that there has been no 
denial either from Poincaré or from Clem- 
enceau of the French desire for the disso- 
ciation of the Rhineland from Germany 
and the establishment of an autonomous 
state. This creation would inevitably be a 
satellite of France. Certainly Germany 
will not acquiesce in such dismemberment, 
nor is it likely that Britain will tolerate it. 


Austria’s Financial Reconstruction 


T HE League of Nations’ admirable 

plan worked out by the Council dur- 
ing the last Assembly, to enable Austria 
to save herself, is fully explained in a 
thirty-three page supplement to the Oc- 
tober number of the League’s “Monthly 
Summary”, which has recently reached 
this country. 

“The essential features of the Agree- 
ment arrived at are a programme of fi- 
nancial reform extending over two years; 
provision to meet the deficit during this 
period by guarantee loans; the arrest of 
the collapse of the crown; the supervision 
of the Austrian Government’s execution 
of the scheme within carefully defined and 
restricted limits”’. 

Copies of this report can be secured 
from the World Peace Foundation, 40 Mt. 
Vernon Street, Boston, Mass. 


Japan Keeps Her Promizes 

A’ excellent summary of Japanese pol- 

icy since the Washington Conference 
was given before the Lecturers’ Conference 
on Public Opinion and World Peace held un- 
der the auspices of the International Ly- 
ceum and Chautauqua Association in Wash- 
ington, by Sadao Saburi. The Chargé d’Af- 


Two = 


faires of the Japanese Embassy speaking 
December 9 said: 


“In May this year we withdrew our forces from 
the Shantung railway line; in July from Hankow 
along the Yangtse River; in October from the 
Siberian mainland; and as I am now speaking, 
the last Japanese soldier is probably leaving the 
port of Kiao-Chau.* 

“Other measures which testify to our loyalty 
to the spirit of the Washington conference hav- 
recently been taken. The process of scrapping 
the vessels assigned to destruction under the Five- 
Power Treaty is under way; all vessels to be 
scrapped have already been transferred to the 
reserve list and are in process of disarmament 
The naval establishment of Port Arthur in Man 
churia has been abolished; our naval personne! 
is being reduced by 12,000 officers and men; the 
number of employes in our naval arsenals is 
being reduced by 6,000; our naval appropriation 
is being cut by about 106,000,000 yen; and, al.- 
though the reduction of land armament was not 
agreed to at Washington, we are reducing our 
army by five divisions. 

“IT am not unaware that some anxiety has bee 
expressed in regard to Japan’s single remaining 
foreign involvement—her position in northern 
Sakhalien. Judging from the present trend of 
Japanese public opinion, I am confident that this 
matter also will be settled in a spirit of justice 
and fair play.” 

Thus does Japan refute the cynics by 
carrying out her promises made in Paris 
and in Washington. 

* The announcement of the Japanese evacuation of Shan 
tung has since been made. 


Two Luncheons 


7s Foreign Policy Association of Mas- 

sachusetts held on December 9, at 
the Hotel Brunswick, Boston, a luncheon 
on the subject of “The Fascisti and Pres- 
ent Conditions in Italy”, with Dr. Arthur 
Livingston of the Foreign Press Service 
and Mr. Dino Bigonciari, a Fascista and ex- 
officer of the Italian army, as speakers. 


With the co-operation of the F. P. A., 
the Philadelphia League of Women Voters 
is holding a luncheon on the same subject 
at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, on De- 
cember 14, at which Dr. Arthur Livingston 
and Dr. Alfonso Arbib-Costa will speak. 


The report of the American Military Com- 
mission to Armenia, headed by Major General 
James G. Harbord, which deals with its investi- 
gations in Turkey and Caucasus in the fall of 
1918, has been reprinted as Senate Document No. 
266. It can be secured by addressing the Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington, D. C., or 
through application to your Senator. This doc- 
ument supplements admirably the King-Crane 
report mailed to members last week, additional! 
copies of which may be obtained by writing to the 
office of the Foreign Policy Association. 


Best Christmas Wishes 
(Make Them Come True) 
“IT hope for the continuance of your 
good work through unfailing renewals and 
many new subscribers.” 


December, 1922. C.D. A. 


“Je. 


